So Much to Do in the Land of Enchantment; So Little Time!
by

April E. Fletcher

This year the WSWS Annual Conference will be held in New Mexico, one of the most culturally,
geographically, and ecologically diverse states in the U.S. Both the immediate and surrounding areas of
Albuguerque will offer visitors a great variety of activities to choose from should they want to arrive
before or stay after the Conference--or just take off two or three hours. Since | have lived here for
nearly 30 years, | volunteered to describe some of the places | frequently recommend to our out-of-
town guests.

The Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, located on 12" Street just north of I-40, is a mandatory stop for our
out-of-towners since it offers insight into New Mexican and Native American culture, crafts and history.
It has a small café that serves Native American foods, a gift shop where you can purchase authentic
Native American crafts, and on weekends you can see live traditional Indian dances in the courtyard,
weather permitting.

In the event of inclement weather, there are a number of indoor attractions with minimal entry fees
concentrated near Old Town, just a short driving distance from the Embassy Suites. They include the
Albuquerque BioPark, on Central Avenue west of Rio Grande Blvd, with both an Aquarium and a Botanic
Garden (where several exhibits—desert and tropical—are located indoors). On the opposite side of Old
Town-- which offers shopping and restaurants with a Southwest flavor and even a rattlesnake museum--
are the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science, and the Albuquerque Museum of Art and
History.

The Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway is the longest tram in the world and is a quick way to the top of
Sandia Peak . From an altitude of over 10,300 feet, you will have a spectacular, 11,000 square mile,
panoramic view over the City, the Rio Grande Valley, and well beyond (Round Trip $17.50; Seniors
$13.20). The tram travels 2.7 miles up from the grassland/pinyon foothills, through ponderosa pine, to
the spruce-fir zone at the top of the Crest. High Finance Restaurant is located at the top of the Tram if
you want to savor the view for a while before returning down. (Be prepared for snow and cold!)

A day trip we often recommend departs from Albuquerque, travels East on 1-40 to Tijeras, then north
along the Turquoise Trail (Highway 14) through Madrid-- an old mining town now turned art community
and tourist stop-- to Santa Fe. In Santa Fe you can visit the old church with the mysterious spiral
staircase, purchase authentic Indian jewelry from Native Americans in front of the old Governor’s
Palace, walk through as many shops and art galleries as you can stand—or afford—and eat dinner at any
one of a variety of restaurants located around or near the central Plaza (my favorite is the Plaza Café,
mid-block facing the Plaza). From Santa Fe, it is about an hour’s drive on |-25 back to the Embassy
Suites.



A hour’s drive to the west on 1-40, is Acoma Pueblo (Sky City), an ancient village built by Pueblo Indians
on top of a tall mesa for protection and visibility. Acoma is used today by local Natives primarily for
ceremonial purposes and for guided tours for visitors. There is a small, but quite interesting museum at
the base of the mesa where you can purchase tickets for the tour.

About an hour and a half south of Albuquerque, is the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge.
The refuge offers a visitor center, walking trails through riparian habitat, and wildlife viewing. We often
recommend a stop in San Antonio on the way down, or back, for a green chile cheeseburger at Conrad
Hilton’s old hangout, the Owl Bar and Cafe.

There are a number of more time-consuming but very scenic trips to destinations in northern New
Mexico: Bandelier National Monument; Taos Pueblo; Jemez Hot Springs; Abique (the long-time
residence of artist Georgia O’Keeffe); Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument; the Vietham
Veterans Memorial State Park near Eagle Nest; scenic Chama. All those take a day or more and are
recommended for an extended visit, or for a return trip to New Mexico -- after you’ve gotten a taste of
what our remarkable state offers.

You can find more information on the website www.newmexico.org Check it out!



http://www.newmexico.org/
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